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Borough  of  Middleton. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

1900. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 


During  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1900, 
688  births  were  registered,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  26-46  per  1000, 
and  the  rate  of  Infant  deaths  to  a  1000  births  was  126.  Of 
these  births  344  were  males  and  344  females.  The  average  birth 
rate  for  ten  years,  1890  to  1899  was  27-36  per  annum. 
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Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  amounted  to  384,  equal  to  a  general  rate  of  14-7  per  1000. 
The  number  of  deaths  in  each  ward  is  given  below,  131  in  the 
North  Ward  against  133  in  the  preceding  year  ;  South  and 
West  Wards  125  and  128,  against  167  and  139  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  respectively. 

The  death  rates  from  Zymotic  diseases,  Pulmonary 
diseases,  and  Phthisis,  together  with  the  general  death  rate 
for  each  year  are  given  below  since  1887. 


The  Tables  accompanying  Report  give  full  statistics. 


1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

General  Death  Rate . 

20.83 

20.68 

20  17 

20  38 

24.12 

18.04 

iS  53 

Zymotic . 

2.04 

2.48 

3  14 

i-34 

2.29 

1.26 

2.04 

Disease  of  Resp’r’y  Organs 

3-85 

521 

5 

5-47 

7.6 

576 

3  11 

Phthisis  . 

2.14 

1.60 

1.42 

1. 71 

i-97 

1.26 

1  -37 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

General  Death  Rate . 

16.8 

189 

i9  75 

19-3 

15-4 

16  8 

r4-7 

Zymotic  . 

2.04 

i-9 

i-5 

1  36 

2.2 

1.8 

1.38 

Disease  of  Resp  r’y  Organs 

3-n 

4-7 

45 

3  4 

33 

3  0 

2.9 

Phthisis  . 

1  37. 

i-5 

i-5 

1.09 

1.2 

i-4 

i-3 

The  Returns  show  that  1 1 4  Children  died  under  5  vears 
of  age,  being  48  less  than  1899.  They  included' 87  under  a 
year  old,  23  less  than,  in  the  preceding  year.  Thirty-two 
deaths  were  recorded  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases 
equal  to  a  rate  of  1-38  per  1000,  against  1-8  for  the  preceding 
year.  Of  those  22  were  children  under  5  years  of  age  and  10 
over  that  age.  The  number  of  deaths  are  shown  below  in 
each  Ward  under  their  respective  headings. 
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Seventy-six  deaths  occurred  from  Bronchitis,  Pleurisy,  and 
Pneumonia  against  80  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
deaths  from  Phthisis  amounted  to  34,  equal  to  a  rate  of  1.3  per 
1000.  37  deaths  occurred  during  the  preceding  year  from 

this  cause. 

The  comparative  mortality  during  the  four  quarters  from 
Pulmonary  diseases  is  given  together  with  that  of  Phthisis  and 
Zymotic  diseases  in  the  table  below  : — 


1900 

ISt 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Diseases  . . 

28 

H 

8 

26 

,,  Phthisis . 

7 

12 

8 

7 

,,  Zymotic . 

5 

4 

II 

12 

'1  otal  deaths  from  all  causes  . . 

106 

83 

92 

103 

The  death-rate  during  March,  June,  September,  and  Dec¬ 
ember  quarters  of  1900  were  respectively  16. 1,  12.44,  I4-I5> 
and  15.8  per  1000.  141  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  were 

notified  to  me  during  the  year,  against  84  in  1898,  100  in 

1897,  137  in  1896,  88  ili  1895,  I2§  in  1894,  and  435  in  1893. 


Membranous  Enteric 

Cholera  Croup  Diphtheria  Fever  Erysipelas 


North  Ward  .  o  o  4  7  7 

South  Ward  .  o  o  5  5  11 

West  Ward .  00015 

Total .  o  o  g  13  23 


Puerperal  Scarlet 

Fever  Fever  Small  Pox  Typhus  Total 


North  Ward  .  o  20  3  o  41 

South  Ward  .  2  41  4  o  68 

West  Ward .  o  17  g  o  32 

Total .  2  78  16  o  141 
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Corrected  Death  Rate. 

Thirty-two  persons  died  in  Oldham  Union  Workhouse 
during  the  past  year  belonging  to  the  Parish  of  Middleton, 
being  two  more  than  the  preceding  year.  One  was  an  infant 
under  a  year,  14  between  25  and  65,  and  17  over  that  age. 

Seven  persons  died  at  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  five  of 
them  were  between  23  and  57  years  of  age,  a  girl  aged  18, 
and  a  boy  aged  10.  Four  of  these  were  deaths  from  acci¬ 
dents  on  which  inquests  were  held,  and  the  remainder  from 
disease.  One  person  died  at  Blackpool,  one  at  Stockport, 
and  one  at  Bury,  belonging  to  this  district,  and  being  taken 
into  account,  would  make  the  corrected  death-rate  16.3  per  1000. 
There  is  no  information  however,  to  enable  me  to  classify  the 
deaths  occurring  outside  the  district,  to  the  respective  Wards 
to  which  they  belonged.  Of  the  two  persons  dying  in 
Middleton,  and  living  outside  the  Borough,  one  came  from 
Chadderton  and  died  near  the  railway  station  on  way  tofirain, 
it  is  supposed  from  heart  disease,  the  other  belonging  to  Bury, 
committed  suicide  by  drowning  in  canal. 

Twenty-three  deaths  were  certified  by  the  Coroner,  and  on 
19  of  these,  inquests  have  been  held  :  four  were  found  dead  in 
bed,  one  found  drowned,  two  deaths  took  place  from  scalds,  one 
from  fall  down  stairs,  one  from  fall  from  a  cab  and  another  by 
being  accidently  knocked  down  by  horse  and  cart.  Three 
persons  committed  suicide.  The  corrected  death-rate  calcu¬ 
lated  on  a  basis  of  26,000  of  a  population,  would  be  equal  to 
16.3  per  1000. 


7 


Small  Pox. 

During  the  nine  weeks  May  5th  to  July  7th,  1900,  fifteen 
cases  of  small  pox  occurred  within  the  Borough.  Previous 
to  that  outbreak,  no  case  had  been  recorded  since  June,  1896, 
and  only  one  that  year  ;  but  in  1895  there  were  several  cases,  in 
1894,  34  cases  with  four  deaths:  these  outbreaks  were  fully 
reported  on,  and  a  tabular  statement  is  given  so  that  the  details 
can  be  contrasted  with  the  outbreak  in  1900,  when  no  deaths 
took  place,  the  cases  were  early  isolated  and  removed  to  hospital, 
the  bedding  burnt  and  the  room  saturated  with  formaline  vapour, 
but  complete  disinfection  cannot  be  carried  out  without  the  use 
of  a  steam  disinfector,  and  a  room  for  patients  to  wait  in  whilst 
their  houses  are  being  disinfected  is  indispensable. 

The  greatest  protection  bv  vaccination  has  been  amongst 
children  under  ten  years  of  age.  Our  present  arrangements 
for  hospital  infectious  cases  are  not  satisfactory,  and  I  would 
advise  the  provision  of  a  separate  hospital  of  our  own. 


Small  Pox  Table 


Period 

of 

Epd'mic 

Town 

□ 

O 

'a 

Total  Small¬ 
pox. 

Under  10  yrs. 
of  age. 

Over  10  years 
of  age. 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mortality  0/0 
of  cases 

Vacc’d. 

Un-vacc. 

Vacc’d. 

Un-vacc. 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

C/3 

0) 

C/3 

03 

O 

Deaths 

Cases  1 

Deaths 

1892-3-4 

Middleton 

221^2 

56 

6 

IO.7 

2 

II 

3 

36 

I 

3 

2 

1892-3 

Oldam  (West- 

166000 

605 

63 

IO.4 

15 

97 

27 

431 

19 

5i 

14 

hulme  hosptl 

1892-3 

Manchester 

515598 

378 

22 

5-8 

4 

19 

3 

332 

H 

23 

5 

1900 

Middleton 

26000 

15 

I 

6 

4 

4 

O 

Total . . 

703760 

1054 

91 

8.6 

22 

!33 

33 

803 

34 

81 

21 
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School  Closure  and  Exclusion  of  Children. 

Measles  was  a  prevalent  disease  in  the  Spring,  and  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Schools  were  closed  for  a  fortnight.  Thornham  Old 
School  was  also  closed  in  the  Autumn,  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  Measles,  and  specially  reported  on. 

The  method  adopted  in  1899  was  continued  in  regard  to 
exclusion  of  measles,  whooping  cough,  chicken  pox,  influenza, 
and  mumps,  during  the  year,  and  the  following  table  gives  the 
number  so  excluded,  but  does  not  include  the  cases  notified  by 
medical  practitioners  under  the  act,  and  to  which  certificates 
are  given  to  the  teachers,  denoting  the  duration  and  extent  of 
exclusion  of  children  exposed  to  the  infection.  A  copy  of  this 
table  is  intended  for  the  head  master  of  each  school  mentioned 
therein,  so  that  they  can  be  taken  into  account  in  estimation  of 
grant. 
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The  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Municipal  Borough 
of  Middleton,  submitted  to  the  Pathological  Department  of  the 
Owens  College,  during  the  year  nine  specimens  of  blood,  two 
of  suspected  diphtheria  scrapings,  and  four  of  sputum  to  be 
examined  for  tubercle  bacilli,  besides  liver  and  lung  of  cow, 
and  obtained  16  reports,  and  the  minimum  fee  £7  10s.  entirely 
covered  the  amount  of  work  done. 

Public  Health  Water  Act. 

I  regret  that  the  Local  Government  Board  have  not  seen 
their  way  to  consent  to  invest  the  Town  Council  with  the 
powers  and  duties,  which  are  by  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878,  given  to  a  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  when  re¬ 
quested,  as  I  feel  sure  it  would  have  been  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  and  simplified  procedure,  and  materially  assisted  in 
sanitary  progress. 

During  January  1900,  I  paid  several  visits  to  Slattocks  and 
Thornham  Lane,  also  visiting  Stakehill,  and  found  some  houses 
without  a  proper  water  supply,  there  were  many  old  open 
middens,  the  contents  saturated  with  rain  and  old  insanitary 
houses,  in  reference  to  which  notices  were  afterwards  served 
under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 


Work  done. 

In  Table  C  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  a  brief  sum¬ 
mary  is  given  of  work  done,  and  condition  of  slaughter-houses, 
Dairies,  Canal  Boats,  Water  Supply,  &c.,  number  of  smoke 
observations,  and  legal  proceedings,  notices  served  and  further 
details  in  reference  thereto,  will  be  found  in  the  appended  report 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Fifty-five  houses  have  had  their  drains  trapped  and  made 
good,  41  old  privies  were  altered  to  slop-water  sysfem,  and 
5  to  the  pail  system.  130  new  slop-water  closets,  and  40  fresh¬ 
water  closets  were*  provided,  making  totals  of  962  and  348  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  there  has  been  a  considerable  addition 
of  new  cottage  property  during  the  year. 

Insanitary  Property. 

In  nine  cases  notices  have  been  served  in  reference  to  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  Those  in  John  Lee  Fold  have 
been  disposed  of  and  converted  into  an  Engineer’s  shop ;  one  off 
Oldham  road  has  been  closed ;  and  those  at  Stakehill,  already 
referred  to,  repaired  :  but  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  one 
in  Ashton  Lane  has  been  re-occupied  after  closure,  and  that 
some  back-to-back  houses  having  been  made  into  through  houses 
previously  under  threat  of  legal  proceedings,  have  been  again 
restored  to  their  old  condition,  and  I  consider  this  a  most  re¬ 
prehensible  thing,  and  one  to  be  dealt  with  so  as  to  prevent 
others  taking  advantage  of  the  sanitary  authority.  The  most 
effective  process  would  be  by  demolition  in  bad  cases,  and 
cellar  dwellings  should  be  made  up,  so  that  they  could  not 
be  re-occupied  when  they  have  ceased  to  be  under  immediate 
observation.  The  back-to-back  houses  in  Church  street  and 
behind  have  not  been  altered,  and  at  least  one  of  them  is  a 
disgrace  to  the  town. 

Cemetery 

A  sub-committee  having  been  appointed  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  a  new  cemetery,  numerous  visits  have  been  paid 
to  suggested  sites,  and  the  nature  of  the  soil  carefully  ascertained 
by  making  trial  holes,  and  tables  submitted  of  the  results  by  the 
surveyor  and  myself,  which’  show  several  suitable  both  in 
sites  and  soils  and  of  easy  access. 

I  am,  Yours  respectfully, 

William  Graham, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February,  1901. 
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Table  I. 


O 

U 

T3  aJ 
<D  0) 

*>< 

Births 

Deaths  under 
1  year  of  age 

Death 

ages. 

s  at  all 
Total 

Deaths  of  non-residents 

registered  in  District 

ic  4-* 
CD  (j 

u 

2  3 

Deaths  at  all 
ages.  Nett. 

Year 

I'S 

w  $ 

qj  <D 

•£  jD 
cd  ^3 

D  T) 

P-<  r? 

O  « 

Ph 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
births  registr’d 

Number 

Rate 

§  Q 

i2  T3 

72  C 

£  0 
.  >> 
o_£ 
jCj  -a 

Q.S2 

Number 

Rate 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

IO 

II 

12 

13 

1890 

2IOOO 

597 

28  42 

96 

163 

428 

20.3 

1891 

21310 

684 

32 

94 

137 

5i4 

24.12 

1892 

22220 

609 

27.4 

96 

x57 

399 

18.04 

1893 

22500 

668 

29.6 

107 

160 

417 

18.53 

"d" 

G\ 

00 

23OOO 

605 

25.2 

86 

142 

405 

16.9 

1895 

24OOO 

669 

27.8 

117 

I74 

454 

18.9 

• 

1896 

24OOO 

621 

25.8 

123 

196 

474 

19.7 

3i 

5°5 

21.0 

1897 

25600 

660 

25.7 

126 

190 

429 

18.3 

3 

26 

452 

17.6 

1898 

25600 

679 

26.52 

113 

166 

396 

r5-7 

2 

22 

416 

l6 

1899 

26000 

647 

25.2 

no 

170 

439 

16.8 

2 

34 

47i 

18 

Av’ges 
for  yrs 
1890- 
1899 

23523 

644 

27.36 

107 

165 

435 

18.73 

Averages 

1896-1899 

2 

28 

461 

18. 1 

1900 

26000 

688 

26.46 

87 

126 

3«4 

14.76 

2 

42 

424 

16.26 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water) 
Total  population  at  all  ages  . .  22,162 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..  4,801 

Average  number  of  persons  per  honce  4  6 


4741  )  At 
-  Census 

)  1891 


1 3 


Table  II. 


Names  of 
Localities 

The  whole 
Borough 

North  Ward 

South 

Ward 

West  Ward 

j  0 

c2  . 

rths  registered 

rt 

U 

V 

XJ 

"rt 

S-. 

u 

<u 

"C 

"rt 

U 

M 

53 

Year 

Populatio 
ated  to  m 
each  year 

c/i 

CO  « 

r>  QC 

*5  rt 

rt 

0 

C/3 

Si 

rt 

saths  al 
ages. 

CO 

SI 

4-1 

rt 

CO 
rn  <u 

£  £>r. 

•5  rt 
rt 

p 

CO 

£ 

rt 

<D 

Q 

s 

p 

P 

Q 

p 

p 

1890  .... 

21000 

597 

138 

20 

142 

32 

148 

44 

1891  .... 

21310 

684 

169 

22 

162 

39 

183 

33 

1892  .... 

22220 

609 

136 

32 

113 

31 

150 

33 

1893  .... 

225OO 

668 

134 

30 

120 

38 

163 

49 

rt" 

o\ 

00 

23OOO 

605 

109 

25 

150 

34 

T47 

27 

1895  .... 

24OOO 

669 

146 

27 

153 

45 

i55 

45 

1896  .... 

24OCO 

621 

149 

34 

166 

46 

*5? 

43 

1897  .... 

25600 

660 

135 

37 

159 

56 

135 

33 

1898  .... 

25600 

669 

113 

29 

155 

45 

128 

39 

1899  .... 

26000 

rt- 

vO 

• 

133 

30 

167 

43 

i39 

37 

Averages  of 
years  1890  to 
1899 

23523 

644 

136 

28 

148 

41 

150 

40 

1900  .... 

26000 

688 

131 

39 

I2-, 

20 

128 

28 

H 


Table  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  jear  1900. 


Notifiable 

Disease 

Cases  notified  in  whole  district 

Total  Cases 

notified  in 
each  locality 

No.  ot  cases 

removed  to  Hos¬ 
pital  from  each 
locality 

At 

all 

ages 

YEARS 

Under  i 

in 

O 

w 

in 

M 

O 

in 

in 

N 

0 

in 

in 

0 

0 

•n 

<N 

C/3 

XJ 

u 

c2 

£ 

a 

D 

XJ 

d 

a 

in 

North  Ward 

South  Ward 

West  Ward 

North  Ward 

South  Ward 

West  Ward 

Small  Pox . 

16 

2 

IO 

1 

3 

3 

4 

9 

2 

4 

9 

Diphtheria . 

9 

I 

3 

3 

2 

4 

5 

I 

2 

Erysipelas . 

23 

3 

2 

6 

IO 

2 

7 

I  I 

5 

Scarlet  Fever .  .. 

78 

2 

20 

41 

IO 

5 

20 

41 

17 

2 

I 

3 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

13 

3 

3 

7 

7 

5 

1 

Puerperal  Fever.. 

2 

2 

2 

Total .... 

r4T 

6 

25 

59 

24 

25 

2 

41* 

68 

32  i 

5 

7 

12 

Table  IY. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Deaths  in 
Localities 

AT  ALL  AGES 

All  ages 

Under  i 

1  and  under  5 

1  5  and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 

25  and  under  65 

< T ) 

TD 

u 

£ 

a, 

p 

XJ 

c 

aJ 

in 

vO 

North  Ward 

j  South  Ward 

West  Ward 

Measles . 

8 

4 

3 

I 

3 

4 

I 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

4 

2 

I 

I 

3 

I 

Whooping-cough . 

6 

I 

5 

5 

I 

Diphtheria  &  membranous  croup 

I 

I 

I 

Enteric  Fever  . 

3 

3 

1 

2 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

9 

I 

I 

I 

2 

4 

2 

7 

Diarrhoea  . 

IO 

3 

3 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

Enteritis . 

7 

4 

2 

1 

4 

3 

Pueperal  Fever . 

2 

2 

2 

Erysipelas . 

2 

I 

1 

I 

1 

Phthisis . 

34 

I 

I 

5 

27 

9 

*4 

I  I 

Other  tubercular  diseases . 

6 

I 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease . 

17 

II 

6 

4 

5 

8 

Bronchitis . 

47 

I  I 

3 

I 

17 

15 

14 

13 

20 

Pneumonia  . 

28 

6 

5 

I 

I 

12 

3 

13 

7 

8 

Pleurisy . 

I 

I 

I 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver  . . 

3 

2 

I 

3 

Venereal  diseases . 

I 

I 

I 

Premature  birth  . 

14 

14 

8 

I 

5 

Diseases  &  accidents  of  parturiti'n 

I 

.  I 

I 

Heart  diseases . 

26 

2 

* 

18 

5 

IO 

IO 

6 

Accidents  . 

6 

I 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

I 

Suicides . 

3 

l 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 

All  other  causes  . 

145 

41 

I 

5 

5 

42 

5i 

44 

44 

57 

All  causes . 

384 

87 

27 

13 

19 

147 

9i 

131 

125 

128 

1900. 


BOROUGH  OF  MIDDLETON 

Classified  Return  of  Births  and  Deaths. 


North 

Waid. 

1963 

6724 

8139 

South 

Ward. 

1171 

7321 

9032 

West 

Ward. 

1607 

|  Total 

Bor’u’h 

4741 

Annual  Average 
per  1000  living 

8117 

8829 

22162 

26000 

688 

— 

— 

— 

647 

25-2 

39 

29 

28 

87 

13 

9 

5 

27 

2 

9 

2 

13 

3 

7 

9 

19 

49 

49 

49 

147 

25 

3i 

35 

9i 

3 

4 

1 

8 

— 

3 

1 

4 

I 

— 

— 

I 

5 

— 

1 

6 

I 

2 

— 

3 

4 

3 

3 

IO 

14 

12 

6 

32 

1-23 

2 

7 

— 

9 

— 

— 

2 

2 

I 

I 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

9 

14 

1 1 

34 

28 

20 

28 

76 

10 

IO 

6 

26 

3 

4 

2 

9 

64 

55 

73 

192 

•31 

125 

128 

384 

16-8 

133 

167 

139 

439 

4 

5 

— 

9 

7 

5 

I 

13 

7 

1 1 

5 

23 

— 

2 

— 

2 

20 

41 

17 

78 

3 

4 

9 

l6 

41 

68 

32 

141 

Acreage . 

Population  Census,  1891 . 

Estimated  present  population. 


Births  registered  during  the  year 
,,  ,,  last  year  . . 


Deaths — 0-1  year . 

1-5  years  . 

5-15  years . 

1 5—25  years . 

25-65  years . 

65  years  and  upwards. 


Deaths  from  Small  Pox 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Diphtheria . 

Whooping  Cough  , 


Typhus . 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 
Other  or  Doubtful.. 
Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery . 


Continued 

Fevers. 


Total  deaths  from  7  principal  zymotic 
diseases  . 


Croup  . 

Influenza . 

Cholera  . 

Acute  Rheumatism . 

Erysipelas  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Pththisis . 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

Heart  Disease  . 

Suicide  . 

All  other  causes . 


last  year 


Notified  cases  of  Infectious  sickness 

Cholera  . 

Croup  (membranous)  . 

Diphtheria . 

Enteric  Fever . 

Erysipelas  . 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Small  Pox  . 

Typhus  . 

Total  . 


!7 

TABLE  C. 

Summary  0/  jWeDical  Officer's  Report, 

1900. 

Unban  Sanitary  District  of  Middleton. 

Area  in  Statute  Acres  .  4,741 

Population  (Census)  1891  22,162 

Population,  Estimated,  1900 .  26,000 

Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

William  Graham,  m.d.,  m.ch.,  d.p.h. 
Salary,  ^"100  per  annum. 

Births  registered— Male  344:  Female  344;  Total  688. 

Deaths  registered -Male  199;  Female  185;  Total  384. 

Birth  Rate,  26-46  Death  Rate,  14.76. 

Rate  of  Infant  deaths,  under  one  year,  to  1,000  Births — 126. 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  per 
1,000  of  population—  1.38 

Diseases  Prevalent?  Measles  and  Small  Pox. 

Period  ?  Spring,  (see  special  report). 

What  Action  taken  ?  School  Closure. 

Any  Schools  closed  ?  Yes,  Thornham  Old  School. 

If  so,  for  what  disease  ?  Measles. 

What  is  the  character  of  Hospital  Accomodation  ?  Marland 
Hospital. 

Is  it  Joint  or  otherwise  ?  Contract  with  Rochdale  Corporation. 


No.  of  beds  available  foi  the  district  ? 


62. 


What  were  the  cases  treated  ?  Small  Pox,  15,  Scarlet  Fever 
6,  Diphtheria  3. 

Deaths  in  Hospital,  None. 

How  is  disinfection  carried  out  ?  By  Formaline  Vapour,  some¬ 
times  by  burning  Sulphur. 

Apparatus  used  ?  Alformant  Lamp. 

Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  ?  14 1. 

Are  any  diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act 
notifiable  (for  instance,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea,  &c.)  ?  If  so,  what  are  they  ?  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea  are  not,  but 
Erysipelas  and  Membranous  Croup  are. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  under  “  The  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890  ?”  Notices  served 
in  nine  cases. 

Have  any  houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  been 
closed  or  demolished?  If  so,  how  many  ? 
One  closed,  three  converted  into  a  Machine 
Shop,  and  several  rendered  habitable. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Water  Supply  ?  Good. 

Is  it  subject  to  your  Inspection  ?  Yes. 

Is  Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  ?  Yes. 

By  Sanitary  Authority  or  Contract  ?  By  Sanitary  Authority. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of?  Carted  on  Farms. 
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What  is  the  character  of  Drainage  and  the  form  of  Sewage 
Disposal  ? — Several  miles  of  sewers  have  been  laid 
during  the  past  three  years.  1  he  form  of  Dis¬ 
posal  is  the  International  system,  but  Bacteria 
beds  are  also  in  use. 

Canal  Boats— Thirty-four  inspected  during  the  year.  With  one 
exception,  were  found  clean,  all  free  from  over¬ 
crowding  and  infectious  disease. 

Slaughter  Houses?  —  Frequently  visited,  and  under  stiict 
supervision. 

l 

Lodging  Houses,  Are  they  registered  ?  Yes. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected  ?  Yes,  29  visits  were  paid. 

What  is  their  condition  ?  Not  much  improvement. 

Are  they  subject  to  Regulations  made  the  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  ?  They  are. 

What  amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  is  allowed  for  each 
Cow  ?  800  cubic  feet  in  new  buildings,  400  cubic 

feet  in  old  buildings,  for  each  cow. 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consumption,  Amount  seized  ?  81bs  of 
Bacon. 

Any  Special  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
year  ?  Yes,  on  Small  Pox  and  Measles. 

Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

No.  of  Notices  served  ?  Preliminary  notices,  195,  and  29 
Legal,  by  order  of  the  Committee. 


No.  of  Nuisances  remedied  ?  289. 
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Smoke. 

No.  of  Observations?  86. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result  ?  5,  three  were 

fined,  one  ordered  to  pay  costs,  and  another  to  abate. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  per  hour  ?  xo  minutes  per  hour. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted — - 

(«)  “  The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,”  ?  Yes. 

( b )  “  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,”?  Yes, 
the  Sanitary  Clauses. 


(B.) 


Population  at 
all  Ages. 

Names  of  Localities. 

Census, 

1891 

Estim’td 

to 

middle 
of  1900. 

(*) _ 

(b) 

(g)  1 

North  Ward. 

6,724 

South  Ward. 

7.321 

West  Ward. 

8,117 

Totals. . . . 

22,162 

26,000 

Table  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  during  the  Year  1900. 


iNh-w  Casks  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  notification  or  otherwise. 


Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from  thfir  Homes  in  the  several 


<u 

si 

tn  *-> 

•  —  i_> 

Cuo-- 

dj  JQ 

Ct 

(d) 

Agea 
under  5 
or 

over  e. 

(e) 

Under  5 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1  7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

I  Small-Pox. 

4^  Scarlatina 

M  Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

FEVERS. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas 

Small-Pox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

FEVERS. 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Total 

Typhus 

Enteric 

or 

Tvphoid. 

Continu’d 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Typhus 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 

Continu’d 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

1 

I  * 

a 

I 

5  upwds. 

3 

16 

3 

7 

7 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Under  5 

12 

3 

3 

1 

1 

5  upwds. 

4 

29 

2 

5 

2 

8 

4 

1 

1 

. 

6 

Under  5 

2 

6 

2 

1 

3 

5  upwds. 

7 

11 

1 

' 

5 

7 

2 

9 

Under  5 

2 

22 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

688 

5  upwds. 

14 

56 

5 

1 

2 

1 

20 

13 

4 

2 

Borough  of  Middleton. 


Sanitary  Department. 


SftNITRRY  INSPECTOR'S 

ANNUAL  REPORT, 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1900. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I  hereby  present  for  your  consideration,  my 
fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  above 
department;  also,  the  amount  and  cost  of  removal  of  nightsoil. 

In  this  report,  I  respectfully  beg  to  make  several 
suggestions  which  I  venture  to  think  will  be  worthy  of  consider¬ 
ation,  and  should  you  consider  all  or  any  of  them  fit  for  your 
approval  and  adoption,  I  feel  sure  that  they  will  give  every 
satisfaction,  and  will  considerably  improve  the  sanitary  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Borough. 


Summary  of  Inspector’s  Report. 


Preliminary  notices  served  . 

Legal  Notices  (served  by  the  order  of  the  Committee) 

Smoke  observations  taken  . 

Canal  Boats  inspected  . 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  Canal  Boats 

Unsound  food  seized  . 

Samples  of  milk  sent  for  analysis 
,,  beer  ,,  ,, 

,,  whiskey  ,,  ,, 

„  water 

Visits  to  slaughter-houses 

common  lodging-houses 
offensive  trades 

bake-houses  . 

dairies  and  cowsheds 
vans  used  as  dwellings 


,,  infectious  diseases  . 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  . 

Rooms  fumigated  in  consequence  of  infectious  disease 
Infectious  diseases  reported . 


195 

29 

86 

34 

2 

8  lbs 
6 
23 

2 

5 

106 
120 
1 +o 

71 

29 

23 

422 

24 

359 

141 
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Nuisances  found  existing  during  the  year  1900. 


Choked  drains .  27 

,,  waste  water  closets . .  ...  27 

,,  rainwater  pipes .  6 

Untrapped  drains .  60 

No  channel  from  waste  pipes  to  drain .  6 

Brick  paved  back  yards .  3 

Foul  privies  .  38 

,,  ashpits  .  34 

No  doors  to  ashpits  . ' .  5 

Uncovered  ashpits .  4 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  .  9 

,,  ashpit  ,,  .  16 

Dangerous  closets .  17 

,,  ashpits .  4 

,,  house  chimneys .  9 

,,  walls  .  17 

Unpaved  back  yards  .  39 

Dwelling-houses  without  back  doors .  2 

Dirty  dwelling  houses  .  4 

Damp  bedrooms  .  7 

Waste  pipes  connected  direct  to  untrapped  drains  .  17 

Brick  channels  .  1 

Back-to-back  houses  .  6 

Brick  drains  .  3 

Bell  trap .  1 

Insufficient  flush  to  w.c .  1 

Offensive  manure  heaps .  2 

Filthy  pig  stye .  1 

Undrained  pig  stye .  1 

Keeping  pigs  .  2 

Drains  discharging  sewage  on  to  surface  of  street  .  2 

Insufficient  drains  .  2 

Keeping  animals  (including  pigeons  and  poultry)  .  3 
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Dirty  stable  .  i 

»  yard  .  .  i 

Defective  eavesgutter  .  9 

„  back  yards  .  28 

,,  rainwater  pipes  .  9 

,,  dwelling  house  roofs  .  3 

,,  house  floors .  2 

„  channels .  9 

,,  drains  .  6 

,,  waste  pipes  . 5 

„  waste  water  closet  tippers .  3 

,,  waste  water  closets  .  1 

„  pi  ivies  .  8 

,,  ashpits  .  5 

,,  sanitary  cans .  50 


Nuisances  abated  during  the  year  1900. 

Waste  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  . 

Earthenware  channels  provided,  from  waste  pipes  to  drain 

Sufficient  closet  accommodation  provided . 

„  ashpit  „  ,,  . 

Ashpit  doors  provided  . 

Sufficient  flush  provided  to  w.c . 

Drains  trapped..,  . 

Efficient  traps  provided . 

Back  yards  flagged  or  concreted . 

Drains  opened . 

Waste  water  closets  opened . 

Dirty  houses  cleaned  . 

Damp  bedrooms  rendered  dry  . 

Rainwater  pipes  opened . 

Back-to-back  houses  made  into  through  houses . 

Dangerous  closets  made  safe  . 

,,  ashpit 


10 

2 
8 

12 

4 

1 

3T 

4 

1 1 

3° 

20 

3 

2 

4 
2 
2 


1  > 


I 
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Dangerous  walls  made  safe . 

,,  chimneys  (house)  made  safe 
Earthenware  tile  to  replace  brick  channel 

Manure  heaps  removed . 

Ashpits  covered  . 

Filthy  pig  stye  removed . 

Pigs  removed . 

Drain  connected  to  sewer  . 

Defective  channels  made  good  . 

,,  house  roofs  ,,  . 

,,  eaves  gutters  ,,  . 

,,  back  yards  ,,  . 

,,  waste  pipes  ,,  . 

„  rainwater  pipes  ,,  . 

,,  w.c.  tippers  provided  . 

„  kitchen  floor  made  good . 

,,  drains  ,,  . 


w.  w.c. 


privy 

ashpit  ,, 

New  sanitary  cans  provided... 
Privies  converted  to  sanitary  can 


losets 


Wet  open  ashpits  converted  to  dry  ashpits 
Sanitary  can  closets  converted  to  w. w.c.’s  ... 

Animals  removed  . 

Dwelling  closed  . 


I 

5 

i 

i 

i 

1 

2 

1 

8 

2 

7 

5 

2 

6 
4 

i 

4 

i 

i 

1 

48 

6 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 


Nuisances  unabated  on  the  31st  Dec.,  1900. 


Foul  privies  . 

,,  ashpits  . 

Untrapped  drains  ... 
Unpaved  back  yards 


37 

29 

39 

33 
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Dwelling  houses  without  back  doors .  5 

Waste  pipes  connected  direct  to  drains  .  1 1 

Damp  bedrooms  .  5 

Brick  channels .  1 

Back-to-back  houses  .  4 

No  channel  from  waste  pipe  to  drain .  2 

Insufficient  closet  accomodation .  6 

„  ashpit  ,,  6 

Uncovered  ashpit  .  1 

Dangerous  house  chimneys .  5 

Brick  drains  .  3 

No  closet  door .  1 

No  ashpit .  1 

Dangerous  privies .  15 

,,  ashpit  .  5 

,,  walls  .  15 

Dirty  stable  .  r 

Undrained  stable  .  1 

Offensive  manure  heap .  1 

Dirty  yard  .  1 

Defective  eaves  gutter  .  2 

,,  rainwater  pipe  .  2 

,,  house  roofs  .  2 

„  -  kitchen  floor .  1 

,,  channels .  5 

,,  back  yards  .  12 

,,  waste  pipes  .  2 

„  privies  .  4 

,,  ashpits  .  4 


One  hundred  and  ninety-five  preliminary  notices  have  been 
served,  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  arising  from  the 
above  mentioned  causes. 
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One  hundred  and  twenty-three  of  the  preliminary  notices 
have  been  complied  with. 

In  consequence  of  some  persons  failing  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  preliminary  notices,  it  has  been  necessary  for 
the  committee  to  order  “  Formal  Notices,”  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  to  be  served  upon  the  persons  in  default. 

Twenty-eight  Formal  Notices  have  been  served,  but  only 
nine  of  these  have  been  complied  with. 

Notices  have  been  served  to  trap  and  ventilate  sixty  drains, 
of  these  thirty-nine  remain  untrapped,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  they  remain  either  unventilated  or  ventilated  by  rainwater 
pipes.  The  system  of  ventilating  drains  with  rainwater  pipes 
being  a  bad  system,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  in  future,  all  rain¬ 
water  pipes  shall  discharge  directly  on  to  a  trapped  gully,  or  on 
to  a  channel  leading  to  a  trapped  gully,  and  that  a  specially 
constructed  shaft  shall  be  erected  at  the  head  of  each  system  of 
drains,  which  shall  be  carried  up  about  three  feet  above  the 
eaves,  so  as  to  discharge  the  noxious  gases  into  the  atmosphere 
at  such  a  height  above  the  dwellings  as  to  render  them  harmless. 
The  soil  pipe  and  ventilation  shaft  from  a  water  closet  will 
answer  the  purpose  of  a  drain  ventilator,  provided  there  is  no 
trap  fixed  at  the  foot  of  the  soil  pipe.  The  soil  pipes  as  generally 
fixed  are  too  weak,  and  ought  to  be  made  of  stronger  material; 
the  joints  ought  to  be  caulked  with  lead  in  a  similar  manner  to 
the  joints  of  water  mains,  these  joints  would  be  more  durable 
than  either  putty  or  red  lead  joints. 

In  the  drainage  system,  I  would  suggest  that  inspection 
chambers  with  tight  fitting  covers  be  provided  at  convenient 
points,  so  that  in  case  the  drain  should  become  choked,  the 
cover  could  be  taken  off  the  chamber,  the  drain  be  examined, 
and  the  obstruction  removed  without  any  damage  being  done  to 
the  drain.  In  the  case  of  the  tributary  drains,  access  pipes 
might  be  used  with  advantage. 
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I  would  further  suggest  that  some  test  such  as  the  water  or 
smoke  test  be  applied  to  all  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  before 
being  passed  as  satisfactory. 

There  are  thirty-five  foul  privies,  and  twenty-nine  foul  un¬ 
covered  ashpits,  of  which  notices  have  been  served,  still  existing, 
but  owing  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  having  applied  for  powers 
to  compel,  and  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion,  I 
am  hoping  to  see  the  whole  of  the  privy  middens  converted  to 
closets  on  the  water  carriage  system,  with  ashpits  for  the  storage 
of  dry  ashes  only. 

There  are  thirty-three  unpaved  back  yards,  and  twelve 
defective  back  yards  still  requiring  attention.  It  is  very  necessary 
that  every  back  yard  should  be  flagged  or  covered  with 
other  impervious  material,  which  should  have  a  fall  towards  a 
trapped  gully,  so  that  any  liquid  which  falls  upon  the  yard  will 
pass  off  and  down  the  drains.  At  the  present  time  during  wet 
weather,  a  great  many  back  yards  are  little  better  than  a  quag¬ 
mire,  the  water  and  dampness  remaining  until  removed  either 
by  percolation  or  evaporation. 

I  further  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  system  of  ventil¬ 
ating  bedrooms,  which  is  done  by  simply  cutting  a  square  hole 
in  the  ceiling  of  the  room.  During  rough  and  windy  weather, 
the  wind  gathers  under  the  slates  and  passes  down  the  hole  in 
the  ceiling  with  such  a  force  that  the  occupants  run  a  great  risk 
of  contracting  severe  colds,  in  fact,  from  enquiries  I  have  made 
it  seems  to  be  the  rule  to  make  the  ventilator  up  by  pasting 
paper  over  it  or  fitting  a  board  into  the  opening,  the  occupants 
preferring  to  sleep  in  a  polluted  atmosphere  to  running  the  risks 
of  contracting  severe  colds  by  sleeping  in  a  draughty  room. 

I  would  suggest  that  all  bedrooms  should  be  properly 
ventilated,  and  that  both  a  inlet  and  a  outlet  be  provided,  a 
Tobins  tube  (inlet  and  outlet)  would  answer  the  purpose  very 
well  and  could  be  regulated  by  the  person  occupying  the  room. 
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Smoke  Observations. 

Number  Average,  time 


Name  of  Firm. 

Address.  of 

Black  Smoko  was 

Observations 

emi 

tted. 

M. 

s. 

Tonge  Vale  Spinning  Co. 

Tonge  Vale  . 

6 

8 

42.83 

Albany  Spinning  Co . 

Old  Hall  Street  . 

3 

2 

0.66 

R.  Ashworth  &  Sons . 

Spring  Vale . 

5 

4 

53-4 

Townley  Spinning  Co.  ... 

Spring  Val? . 

5 

6 

23-4 

E.  Kempsey  &  Co . 

Townley  Street  . 

5 

2 

42 

David  Walker . 

Corporation  Street... 

7 

6 

12.28 

Gorton  &  Halliday . 

Park  Lane  . 

6 

3 

43-33 

Hy.  Cocker  &  Co . 

Wood  Street  . 

4 

4 

3°-5 

Jops’n,  Ashwth&  Edmuds 

Kid  Street  . 

7 

5 

9 

Irk  Spinning  Co . 

Oldham  Road . 

1 

0 

0 

Mather,  Ormesher  &  Co.. 

Manchester  New  Rd. 

4 

5 

49-43 

Middleton  &  Tonge  and 
Times  Mill  Co.’s  . 

Dane  Street . 

5 

12 

4.2 

Irkdale  Bleaching  Co . 

Algernon  Street  . 

6 

5 

23.16 

R.  K.  Lee  &  Co. 

Green  Street . 

2 

4 

5i-3 

9 

Dickins  &  Heywood  No  i 

Spring  Vale . 

4 

7 

,,  Springwood 

Oldham  Road  . 

1 

0 

0 

Raynor  Frost  &  Co . 

Rhodes . 

1 

0 

45 

Times  Mill  Co . 

Dane  Street  . 

t 

22 

13 

Thomas  Partington  . 

Boarshaw  Raising  and 

Green  Street . 

2 

8 

14-5 

Finishing  Co . 

Boarshaw  Road  . 

1 

4 

32 

Midd.  &  Tonge  Cotton 

Mill  Co.,  (No.  3)  ... 

Dane  Street  . 

1 

1 

4 

Rhodes  Manufng.  Co.  ... 

Rhodes . 

1 

2  55 

T.  B.  Wood  &  Co . 

Suffield  Street  . 

3 

3 

56 

Parker  Lord  &  Co . 

Oldham  Road  . 

3 

3 

45-33 

Salis  Schwabe  &  Co.  ... 

Rhodes  . 

2 

1 1 

5-5 

The  average  time  back  smoke  was  emitted  is  five  minutes 
and  forty-three  seconds  per  hour. 

The  limit  of  ten  minutes  emission  of  black  smoke  per  hour, 
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has  been  exceeded  on  seven  occasions,  in  five  of  the  cases  the 
offenders  were  summoned,  in  three  cases  the  offenders  were 
fined,  one  firm  was  ordered  to  pay  costs,  and  the  other  firm  was 
ordered  to  abate  the  nuisance  and  prevent  its  recurrence,  and  to 
pay  costs.  The  other  two  firms  who  exceeded  the  limit  were 
served  with  Formal  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
to  abate  the  nuisance. 

I  beg  to  suggest  that  the  length  of  time  of  each  observation 
be  reduced  from  one  hour  to  half  an  hour,  and  that  the  limit  of 
time  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  be  reduced  also. 


Canal  Boats  Acts. 

/ 

During  the  year,  thirty-four  canal  boats  have  been  inspected 
The  Captain  of  one  boat  failed  to  produce  the  certificate  when 
asked  for,  and  the  roof  of  the  fore  cabin  of  one  boat  was  found 
defective,  and  the  sleeping  place  unfit  for  use,  owing  to  dampness 
the  cabins  were  also  in  a  very  dirty  condition. 

In  each  case  a  notice  was  served  upon  the  owners  and 
complied  with. 

The  boats  inspected  were  registered  for  one  hundred  and 
eighty  persons,  and  occupied  by  seventy-three  men,  seven 
women  and  six  children. 


The  cabins  with  the  two  exceptions,  mentioned  above,  were 
clean,  free  from  overcrowding  and  infectious  disease. 


Month  No.  of  boats 

Jan.  1  1  child  on  board 

Feb.  3 

M  arch  6 

April  3  No  certificate  on  board 

May  1 

J  une  1 

July  2 


Month  No.  of  boats 


Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


2  1  child  on  board 

x 

2 

4  4  children  on  board 

n  i  boat,  defective  cabin  root, 
'  and  dirty  cabin 


Total...  34 


Infectious  Disease. 


One  hundred  and  forty-one  cases  of  infectious  disease  have 
been  notified  during  the  year,  which  is  an  increase  of  thirty-one 
cases  over  the  year  1899. 

Each  case  has  been  visited  and  investigated,  and  the 
persons  having  charge  of  the  patients  have  been  cautioned 
against  doing  anything  which  would  tend  to  spread  the  diseases 

There  has  been  twenty-nine  more  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
during  the  year  1900  than  during  the  year  1899  :  this  I  think  is 
due  to  the  negligence  of  parents  and  others  who  have  had 
charge  of  the  patients,  not  having  exercised  sufficient  care  in 
preventing  the  patients  from  mixing  with  others  before  the 
termination  of  the  peeling  stage.  All  patients  suffering  from 
scarlet  fever  should  be  isolated  until  all  the  skin  has  peeled 
and  the  house  has  been  fumigated. 

During  the  year,  a  slight  epidemic  of  smallpox  broke  out  in 
the  Borough  ;  there  were  sixteen  cases  reported,  fifteen  of  the 
cases  were  removed  to  Marland  Hospital.  As  each  case  was 
reported,  the  premises  were  visited  and  the  patient  removed  to 
Marland  Hospital  as  quickly  as  possible ;  the  houses  were 
disinfected  as  soon  as  the  patients  were  removed. 

The  want  of  a  steam  disinfector  for  disinfecting  bedding 
and  clothing  was  very  much  felt  at  this  particular  time;  a  disin¬ 
fector  would  also  be  very  useful  for  disinfecting  bedding,  &c.  of 
patients  suffering  from  other  diseases ;  the  beds  and  mattresses 
were  burned,  and  compensation  given  to  the  owners,  who,  with 
one  exception  were  very  well  satisfied  with  the  treatment  they 
received.  Although  some  of  them  were  in  very  poor  circum¬ 
stances  the  remainder  of  the  family  stayed  away  from  work  until 
the  incubation  period  had  passed.  Two  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
a  beerhouse  :  on  the  outbreak  of  the  second  case,  the  house  was 
closed  for  fourteen  days. 
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As  in  the  case  of  other  infectious  diseases  upon  visiting  the 
infected  houses,  I  generally  found  one  or  more  of  the  neighbours 
inside  the  house  sympathising  with  the  family  of  the  patient  ; 
when  remonstrated  with,  these  people  generally  replied  that  they 
were  not  afraid  of  taking  the  disease.  As  not  being  afraid  of  taking 
a  disease  which  is  of  an  infectious  character  is  no  preventative 
against  taking  or  spreading  such  disease,  I  consider  that  such 
people  would  serve  a  much  more  useful  purpose  and  cease  to  be 
a  danger  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough,  if  they  would  only 
keep  as  far  away  as  possible  from  any  person  who  is  so  un¬ 
fortunate  as  to  be  suffering  from  any  dangerous  infectious 
disease. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  rooms  have  been  disinfected 
during  the  year,  in  consequence  of  infectious  disease. 

There  have  been  twenty-four  patients  suffering  from  infec¬ 
tious  disease  removed  to  Marland  Hospital.  The  Schoolmasters 
of  the  various  schools  which  the  patients  and  other  children 
living  in  the  same  house  have  attended,  have  been  notified  that 
a  case  of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  the  house,  and  that  no 
child  from  an  infected  house  must  be  admitted  into  the  school 
until  a  further  notice  is  received  from  this  office  stating  that  the 
house  has  been  disinfected,  and  that  the  children  may  again 
attend  school. 

I  also  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  which  provides 
that  the  head  of  a  family,  and  in  his  default,  the  nearest  relative 
present,  shall  as  soon  as  they  become  aware  that  any  member  of 
the  family  is  suffering  from  a  dangerous  infectious  disease, 
report  the  same  as  soon  as  possible  ;  any  person  failing  to  report 
a  case  of  infectious  disease,  may  be  summoned  and  fined  forty 
shillings.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  said  section  of  the  Act,  that 
the  law  holds  the  head  of  the  family  responsible  for  the  notifi¬ 
cation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease.  This  section  is  applicable 
to  cases  where  no  medical  attendant  is  called  in. 


33 


Diseases 

No.  of 
Patients 

Rooms 

Fumigated 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Smallpox  . 

72 

15 

Scarlatina . 

78 

222 

6 

Enteric  Fever . 

13 

37 

— 

Puerperal  Fever . 

_  2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

23 

— 

— 

Diptheria  ..*. . 

9 

28 

3 

Total . 

H1 

359 

24 

Water  Supply. 

Four  samples  of  water  from  shallow  or  surface  wells,  and 
one  sample  of  water  from  the  Heywood  and  Middleton  Water 
Board’s  main,  have  been  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis. 

One  sample  was  reported  as  dangerous  to  health  ;  the  well 
has  been  closed  and  the  houses  supplied  with  water  from  the 
water  mains. 

The  other  samples  were  reported  upon  as  follows  :  one  to 
be  used  with  caution,  one  very  suspicious,  one  of  doubtful  purity 
and  undesirable  for  potable  purposes. 

The  wells  from  which  these  samples  were  taken  have  been 
closed,  and  a  supply  obtained  from  the  Heywood  and  Middleton 
Water  Board’s  mains. 

The  sample  of  water  obtained  from  the  water  main  was 
reported  as  good  water. 

A  number  of  houses  still  obtain  their  water  from  surface 
wells  of  doubtful  purity,  some  of  which  are  situated  at  a  con¬ 
siderable  distance  from  the  houses. 

I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  deal  with  these  cases  under  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  which  only  applies  to  Rural 
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District  Councils,  but  Urban  District  Councils  may  apply  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  and  obtain  powers  under  the  said 
Act;  your  Committee  have  applied  for  and  been  refused  powers 
under  the  said  Act,  therefore,  the  water  supply  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Officials  of  another  department,  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

Twenty-nine  visits  have  been  paid  to  farms  under  the 
above  Order.  I  very  much  regret  that  I  cannot  report  much 
improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  farms  which  I  have 
visited,  in  some  few  instances  the  ventilation  and  lighting  has 
been  improved,  but  the  floors  and  drainage  still  remain  in  the 
same  unsanitary  condition. 

I  would  suggest  that  in  future,  the  owners  or  occupiers  of 
farms  shall  be  required  to  give  notice  when  commencing  any 
alteration  of  their  premises,  so  that  the  alterations  may  be 
supervised  and  passed  by  your  Officials. 

Proceedings  have  been  taken  against  one  farmer,  for  having 
his  cowsheds  in  a  very  dirty  condition  ;  although  cautioned 
personally  on  three  occasions  and  served  with  a  written  notice, 
he  refused  to  take  any  steps  to  clean  the  cowsheds  until  after 
the  summons  had  been  served  upor  him  :  the  cowsheds  were 
thereupon  thoroughly  cleansed  and  limewashed.  A  fine  of  five 
shillings  and  costs  was  imposed. 

The  manner  in  which  some  farmers  store  their  manure  is  a 
nuisance,  and  most  objectionable,  It  is  very  often  placed  in 
a  heap  near  to,  and  in  some  cases  on  to  the  footpaths  which  lead 
through  the  fields.  As  during  last  year,  there  were  many  com¬ 
plaints  of  farmers  storing  manure  near  to  the  footpaths,  and 
attention  was  drawn  to  it  in  my  last  Annual  Report  ;  I  am  afraid 
it  will  be  necessary  to  take  proceedings  against  the  offenders 
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before  they  will  deposit  their  manure  in  such  a  manner  and  at 
such  distances  from  any  footpath  as  not  to  cause  a  nuisance. 

During  the  year  the  Local  Government  Board  have  issued 
further  Model  Regulations  under  the  above  order.  The  latter 
Regulations  are  similiarly  defective  to  the  previously  issued 
Model  Regulations,  as  they  place  the  responsibility  of  making 
structural  alterations  upon  tlie  occupier  instead  of  the  owner. 

Your  Committee  have  caused  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  their  sanction,  a  copy  of  fresh  regula¬ 
tions,  based  upon  the  Model  Regulations  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  in  which  the  owner  is  made  responsible  for 
all  structural  alterations  ;  if  these  Regulations  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  it  will  remove  a  great 
difficulty  and  injustice,  and  will  enable  us  to  get  the  farms  in  a 
good  sanitary  condition,  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner. 


Shop  Hours  Acts. 

There  has  not  been  any  infringements  of  the  above  Acts 
detected  during  the  year.  The  shops  have  been  visited,  the 
notices  required  to  be  exhibited  in  a  conspicuous  place  have 
been  found  as  required  by  the  Acts,  and  seats  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  female  assistants  where  necessary. 


Diseased  and  Unwholesome  Food. 

During  the  year  only  one  seizure  has  been  made  of  unsound 
food  exposed  for  sale,  and  intended  for  the  food  of  man.  The 
food  referred  to  was  a  piece  of  bacon  which  was  exposed  for  sale 
in  a  shop  window,  and  which  upon  examination,  I  found  was 
decomposed  ;  I  took  it  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who 
confirmed  my  opinion  as  to  its  being  unsound  and  decomposed. 
I  also  obtained  a  Magistrate’s  Order  for  its  destruction.  The 
person  who  exposed  the  bacon  for  sale  was  summoned  and  fined 
forty  shillings  and  costs. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Six  samples  of  milk,  two  samples  of  whiskey,  and  twenty- 
three  samples  of  beer  have  been  taken  and  forwarded  to  the 
Public  Analyst ;  with  two  exceptions  all  were  found  to  be 
genuine. 

Two  samples  of  beer  were  found  to  contain  arsenic;  upon 
receipt  of  the  result  of  the  analysis,  the  vendors  were  at  once 
warned  to  stop  selling  beer  from  barrels  of  the  same  date  as 
those  from  which  the  samples  had  been  taken.  I  also  went  to 
the  brewers  and  warned  them  that  unless  the  beer  was  at  once 
fetched  away  and  destroyed,  that  further  samples  would  be  taken 
and  that  in  the  event  of  arsenic  being  found  in  them  proceedings 
would  be  taken.  All  the  beer  was  fetched  away  from  their 
houses  in  Middleton  and  a  fresh  supply  sent.  Samples  of  the 
new  supply  of  beer  was  also  taken,  the  result  of  the  examination 
being,  that  it  was  free  from  arsenic.  Although  some  few  cases 
of  peripheral  neuritis  occurred  in  the  town,  no  case  could  be 
traced  to  the  drinking  of  beer  from  the  houses  where  the  samples 
containing  arsenic  had  been  obtained. 

I  also  draw  the  attention  of  milk  sellers  to  the  ninth  section 
of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1899,  which  says  :  “  That 
every  person,  who,  by  himself  or  his  servant,  sells  milk  or  cream 
from  a  vehicle  or  from  a  can,  or  other  receptacle,  shall  have  his 
name  and  address  conspicuously  inscribed  on  such  vehicle,  can, 
or  other  receptacle.” 

I  would  further  draw  their  attention  to  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  said  Act,  which  states  :  “  That  every  tin  or  other  recept¬ 
acle  containing  condensed,  separated  or  skimmed  milk  must 
bear  a  label  clearly  visible  to  the  purchaser,  on  which  the  words 
“  Machine  Skimmed  Milk,”  or  “  Skimmed  Milk  ”  as  the  case 
may  require,  are  printed  in  large  and  legible  type.  Any  person 
who  sells,  or  offers,  or  exposes  for  sale,  condensed,  separated  or 
skimmed  milk,  without  being  labelled  as  required  by  the  said 
section  of  the  Act,  is  liable  to  a  line  of  ten  pounds.” 
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Removal  of  Nightsoil. 


Mnth. 

No.  of 
pails 
emptied 

No. 

of 

loads 

Cost 

per 

pail 

Cost 

per 

Month 

Privi's  Middns 
loads  loads 

Cost 

per 

load 

Cost 

per 

Month 

Total  cost 
per 
Month 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Jan. 

15,021 

263 

933 

58 

7 

IO 

222 

487 

2 

7 

92 

I 

3 

150 

9 

I 

Feb. 

11.882 

202 

I  OI 

50 

I 

O 

217 

349 

2 

62 

72 

9 

4 

120 

IO 

4 

Mar. 

11,880 

204 

'933 

46 

4 

O 

252 

367 

2 

7f 

81 

II 

6 

127 

15 

6 

Apr. 

11.950 

205 

■940 

46  16 

IO 

230 

303 

2 

9 

73 

8 

4 

120 

5 

2 

May 

14.901 

253 

'930 

57 

15 

O 

424 

356 

2 

7i 

102 

3 

5 

159 

18 

5 

June 

1 1,871 

202 

921 

45 

II 

2 

163 

367 

2 

72 

69 

5 

7 

114 

l6 

9 

July 

11,860 

2O4 

'935 

46 

4 

O 

302 

314 

2 

9 

85 

O 

5 

131 

4 

5 

Aug. 

15.237 

263 

'955 

60 

12 

9 

177 

484 

2 

9* 

91 

15 

O 

152 

7 

9 

Sept. 

12,058 

208 

'945 

47 

9 

8 

275 

315 

2 

8i 

80 

17 

II 

128 

7 

7 

Oct. 

15.094 

259 

'939 

59 

O 

8 

304 

41S 

2 

9y 

IOO 

19 

8 

160 

O 

4 

Nov. 

12.147 

208 

'937 

47 

9 

8 

362 

216 

2 

9 

77 

3 

7 

124 

13 

3 

Dec. 

I  1,921 

205 

'943 

46 

l6 

IO 

176 

388 

2 

8-9 

°1TT 

77 

6 

4 

124 

3 

2 

Total 

158,822  2676 

612 

9 

5 

3I04  4364 

1004 

2 

4 

1616 

II 

9 

Total  1900 . Pails  emptied  158,822 

„  1899 .  ,,  151.857 — 6,965  Increase 

,,  1900 . Pails  loads  2,676 

,,  1899 .  ,,  2,618 — 58  Increase 

„  1900 . Privies  loads  3T04 

1899 .  ,,  3.046 — 58  Increase 

,,  1900 . Dry  ashes  4.364 

,,  1899 .  4,389—15  Decrease 

Total  cost  for  1900 . /i,6i6  ns.  gd. 

,,  ,,  1899 . £1,595  iis.  7d. — /21  os.  2d.  Increase 


Total  cost  per  load,  pails,  privy  middens  &  dry  ashes,  1900.  .3s  2jd 

,,  ,,  ..  ..  1899.  .3s  2d — |d  Incr. 

The  work  of  removing  the  nightsoil  from  the  districts  of 
Slattocks  and  Bowlee  is  carried  out  by  contract,  and  therefore, 
the  cost  is  not  included  in  the  foregoing  statement. 


I  beg  to.  suggest  that  during  the  alterations  of  the  existing 
and  the  erection  of  new  closets  and  ashpits,  that  the  Committee 


consider  the  advisability  of  adopting  a  more  uniform  system  in 
the  construction  of  ashpits.  The  present  ashpits  take  up  a  deal 
of  room  in  the  back  yards,  and  the  doors  are  opened  by  children 
and  the  ashes  are  often  in  the  passages. 

The  emptying  of  ashpits  is  both  costly  and  laborious,  in  a 
great  many  instances  the  ashes  have  got  to  be  filled  into  a 
barrow  and  wheeled  down  the  passage  and  then  be  tipped  into 
ths  street  and  then  filled  into  the  carts. 

The  tipping  of  ashes  and  the  contents  of  privy  middens  in 
the  streets  is  most  objectionable,  and  is  the  cause  of  numerous 
complaints. 

If  light  galvanized  iron  cans  were  provided  for  the  storage 
of  dry  ashes,  so  that  the  men  could  carry  them  and  tip  them 
into  the  cart  direct,  or  a  patent  ashbin  could  be  erected  in  the 
back  yard  wall,  such  as  Dr.  Quine’s  or  Dr.  Martin’s  patent  ash- 
bins,  (some  of  the  former  are  in  use  at  the  present  time  in  the 
Borough,  and  are  working  satisfactorily)  these  could  be  emptied 
into  some  light  receptacle  and  carried  direct  to  the  cart ;  these 
ashpits  could  be  emptied  once  per  week  and  would  I  think 
reduce  the  cost  also. 


Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts. 

The  Borough  has  been  free  from  any  outbreak  of  disease 
under  the  above  Act. 
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Market  Receipts. 


Month 

£ 

7 

d. 

Number  of 
Stalls 

Cost  of 
Sweeping 

January  ... 

J3 

10 

115 

O 

9 

9 

F  ebruary 

4 

J7 

3 

96 

O 

8 

1 

March  . 

4 

5 

2 

1 10 

O 

8 

1 

April  . 

5 

1 

10 

r47 

O 

7 

1 1 

May . 

5 

H 

5 

1 35 

O 

9 

7 

June . 

4 

4 

2 

IJ4 

O 

7 

9 

July . 

6 

3 

3 

170 

O 

6 

10 

August  ... 

44 

4 

6 

r3! 

I 

4 

7 

September 

4 

17 

5 

132 

O 

8 

1 

October  ... 

6 

0 

2 

163 

O 

8 

7 

November 

5 

l\ 

9 

I45 

O 

6 

10 

December 

5 

15 

3 

153 

O 

7 

0 

12 

1 

161 1 

£5 

13 

1 

Receipts, 

1900 

104 

12 

1 

Cost  of  Sweeping, 

1900 

5 

13 

1 

55 

1899 

109 

3 

6 

55  55 

1899 

5 

H 

0 

Decrease  £\  n 

5 

Decrease  £0 

0 

11 

Number  of  Stalls,  1900  1611 

,,  1899  1726 

115  Decrease 

1  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Hy.  Norton, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


